BOARD MEETING MINUTES
November 1, 2024

CALL TO ORDER.

Dr. Hopping called the November meeting of the Texas Optometry Board (TOB) to order at 10:01
a.m.

ROLL CALL. A roll call vote was taken and quorum was present for the meeting.
Ronald L. Hopping, O.D. Chair

Judy Chambers, Public Member

John Todd Cornett, O.D. Member

Steve Nguyen, O.D. Member

Carey Patrick, O.D. Member

Rene Peifia, Public Member

Meghan Schutte, O.D. Member

Mala Sharma, Public Member

Bill Thompson, O.1D. Member

Janice McCoy, Executive Director

Kathy Johnson, Assistant Attorney General

MINUTES. The Board reviewed the August 2, 2024, meeting minutes. A motion was made by
Mrs. Chambers to accept the minutes as drafted and seconded by Dr. Thompson. The motion passed
unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED - 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

PUBLIC COMMENT. Dr. Hopping solicited public comment. No comments were received.

BOARD CHAIR REPORT. Dr. Hopping presented the Board Chair Report. He reported former
legal counsel Dennis McKinney was doing well following his health procedures, Board would
honor Dr. Gutierrez and Mr. Sheehan for their service, Board members who review patient records
for inspection reviews would receive per diem of up to two days for their service, and announced he
was soliciting ideas for the 2025 Professional Responsibility Course.

The Board discussed the 2025 meeting schedule and decided on the following dates for in-person
meetings: March 6-7, May 8-9, August 21-22, November 13-14.

GENERAL MATTERS.

Optometry School Liaison Reports: Dr. Schutte provided an update for the Rosenberg School of
Optometry (RSO) stating the Dean had nothing to report but the Board was welcome to visit any
time. Dr. Cornett provided an update as the liaison for the University of Houston College of
Optometry (UHCO). He reported Dean Twa stated the top legislative priority was additional
funding for new facilities, that NBEO passages rates nationally were low, and provided an update
on the issue with NBEO scores being reported to the schools that was raised at the August meeting.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT. Ms. McCoy presented the Executive Director’s Report.
She reported that through September 30, 2024, the Board had 94% of its budget remaining with
91% of the year remaining. She reported the FY24 end of year budget which resulted in a lapse of




$36,000 with total annual expenditures of $553,516. The Board discussed whether the budget
needed to be approved by the Board.

She reported the agency filed its FY24Q4 Performance Measures on October 1, 2024, and
explained, as usual, the agency was out of range on a few measures but positive for the agency. Of
note for FY24, the agency issued 236 new licenses well over the target of 189 and the agency’s
average days to close a complaint is 67 days well short of the targeted 115 days.

She reported that as of October 22, 2024, there were 5,359 total licensees (5,014 active; 337
inactive; 8 retired), of which 4,174 were OGS (4,058 active; 111 inactive, 5 retired) and 116 were
military. She reported on the renewal season which opened October 14, 2024, and provided an
update on issues with CE Broker that licensees were experiencing including BLS certifications not
checking the box and issues with licensees who have two types of licenses in the system.

LEGAL REPORT.
Ms. McCoy and Ms. Johnson discussed the status of Complaint 2021-00086 now styled as 15-24-
00096-CV. The licensee filed an appeal in the 15th Court of Appeals.

The board did not take any action on SOAH Docket 514-22-08281 as the Administrative Law Judge
still has not issued a final Proposal for Decision.

COMMITTEE REPORTS.

ADMINISTRATIVE/LICENSING COMMITTEE.

Dr. Patrick, Chair of the Administrative/Licensing Committee, provided the report. She reported in
in FY24 Quarter 4, 136 new licenses had been issued and 4 licenses had been renewed. To date in
FY25 Quarter 1, 27 new licenses have been issued and 346 licenses renewed.

Dr. Patrick reported the following licensees had passed away:
Mark Tholen of Dripping Springs, Phillip Hanson of Harlingen, Roland Skelton of Houston,
Carl Norris of Mineola, and Richard Morgan of Plainview.

Dr. Patrick provided the remainder of the report in the form of a motion. The Committee moved to
accept one application for Licensure without Examination (Sivley); to pend one application for
Licensure without Examination (D’Emic) for up to one year so the applicant could complete the
required Part I Examinations which cannot be waived; to pend one application for licensure
(Youssef) awaiting receipt of license verification from Nevada and other states; and to cancel one
unclaimed initial license (#11052). As the motion came from a committee, no second was needed.
The motion passed unanimously (FOR-9/AGAINST 0/ABSTAIN-0).

COMMITTEE ON PEER ASSISTANCE.

Mrs. Chambers provided an update on the PRN program. She reported that the Board has four
optometrists (three volunteer enrollments and one Board ordered) in the Professional Recovery
Network (PRN) program.




CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE. Dr. Schutte provided the report in the form of a
motion. The Committee moved to approve 25 total reviewed courses (comprising 29 DT hours, 14
opioid hours, and 1 general hour) with a recommendation that one slide deck be clarified and one
course review total minutes submitted to either add content or to reduce approved time to 30

minutes. As the motion came from a committee, no second was needed. The motion passed
unanimously (FOR-9/AGAINST 0/ABSTAIN-0).

INVESTIGATION-ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE.

Ms. McCoy provided a summary of investigative activity to the Board regarding complaints and
investigations for FY24 Q4: Total Number of Cases closed: 38 / Average Days to Close in Quarter:
64 / Total Number of Inspections Conducted: 64 / Penalties Assessed: 2. For the first two months of
FY25 Q1: Total Number of Cases Closed: 19 / Average Days to Close in Quarter: 70 / Total
Number of Inspections Conducted: 0 / Penalties Assessed: 5. She reported there were 21 cases
currently open: 9 at SOAH (2 awaiting final PFD and 7 awaiting hearing), and 12 under
investigation, including 2 glaucoma reviews.

She outlined administrative penalties assessed as follows:

2024-00065 9/11/2024 — Non-licensed partner in PLLC - $250 paid

2024-00053  9/25/2024 - Inspection Related $200 paid

2024-00102  9/25/2024 — Inspection Related $100 paid

2024-00091 9/10/2024 — Inspection Related $200 assessed

2024-00056  10/8/2024 — Standard of Care $750 assessed
Mrs. Chambers moved to approved the administrative penalties assessed by the Executive Director.
Mr. Pena seconded. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — G/ABSTAIN - 0).

Dr. Comett provided an update on the Investigative-Enforcement workgroup. He shared the
streamlined Inspection Review worksheet which staff will begin using during the next round of
inspections.

RULES COMMITTEE. Dr. Thompson provided a report in the form of a motion. He moved the
Board finally adopt amendments to Chapter 275 that was originally proposed in August with no
changes to the Texas Register publication. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Sharma. The motion
passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

ANNOUNCEMENTS. Dr. Hopping reminded members the next Board meeting would be held in
Austin on March 6-7, 2025.

ADJOURNMENT. Dr. Patrick moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:04 am. Mrs. Chambers
seconded. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED - 0/ABSTAIN — 0).

Approved:

7/ .

Presiding Officer

7/ Va5~

Date Date






