BOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 7, 2025

CALL TO ORDER.
Dr. Hopping called the March meeting of the Texas Optometry Board (TOB) to order at 10:02 a.m.

ROLL CALL. A roll call vote was taken and quorum was present for the meeting.
Ronald L. Hopping, O.D. Chair

Judy Chambers, Public Member

John Todd Cornett, O.D. Member

Steve Nguyen, O.D. Member

Carey Patrick, O.D. Member

Rene Pefia, Public Member

Meghan Schutte, O.D. Member

Mala Sharma, Public Member

Bill Thompson, O.D. Member

Janice McCoy, Executive Director

Kathy Johnson, Assistant Attorney General

MINUTES. The Board reviewed the November 1, 2024, meeting minutes. A motion was made by
Dr. Patrick to accept the minutes as drafted and seconded by Mrs. Chambers. The motion passed
unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — (/ABSTAIN - 0).

PUBLIC COMMENT. Dr. Hopping solicited public comment. No comments were received.

BOARD CHAIR REPORT. Dr. Hopping presented the Board Chair Report.

¢ He highlighted the letter from the Texas Optometric Association regarding concerns about
the NBEO process and procedures and stated the Board was in an information gathering
stage. He asked Dr. Patrick to share her thoughts on the issue as a committee member with
NBEO.

o He highlighted the Board’s delegation of duties policy was 20 years old and asked Mr. Pena
and Dr. Thompson to work with the Executive Director to update the policy with the
expectation a new policy would be on the May Board agenda.

¢ He discussed the upcoming ARBO meeting stating Dr. Thompson would again represent the
Board as its voting member and stated the Board would need to revisit its travel policy at the
May meeting to allow for more than one Board member to attend certain meetings.

e He stated that Dr. Patrick and Dr. Thompson were working with the Executive Director to
update the Jurisprudence Exam.

e He reminded the Board that the personal financial statement would be due at the end of
April.

GENERAL MATTERS.

Optometry School Liaison Reports: Dr. Schutte provided an update for the Rosenberg School of
Optometry (RSO) by reading a message from the former dean regarding her removal as Dean. She
stated the acting Dean had no updates. Dr. Cornett provided an update for the University of Houston
College of Optometry (UHCO). He reported Dean Twa stated his concerns regarding the lack of
transparency with the NBEO especially related to cost increases as pass rates were decreasing, he
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asked the Board to consider alternative pathways to licensure, and stated the schools top legislative
priority was additional funding for new facilities.

At 10:30am, Dr. Hopping re-opened public testimony. Jill Bryant with the National Board of
Examiners in Optometry spoke stating she was happy to answer any questions from the Board. No
questions were raised at that time.

Board Training: Ms. McCoy reminded the Board they need to submit the annual acknowledgment
that Board training had been received.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT. Ms. McCoy presented the Executive Director’s Report.
She reported that through January 31, 2025, the Board had 65% of its budget remaining with 60%
of the year remaining. She reported on the Governor’s request to find small, budget cuts that could
be presented to the House Committee on Delivery of Government Efficiency. She reported the
agency filed its FY25Q1 Performance Measures on December 18, 2024, and explained, as usual, the
agency was out of range on a few measures but positive for the agency.

She reported that as of February 26, 2025, there were 5,247 total licensees (4,909 active; 328
inactive; 10 retired), of which 4,145 were OGS (4,028 active; 109 inactive, 7 retired) and 118 were
military.

She provided an update on the Legislative Session.

COMMITTEE REPORTS.

ADMINISTRATIVE/LICENSING COMMITTEE.

Dr. Patrick, Chair of the Administrative/Licensing Committee, provided the report. She reported in
in FY25 Quarter 1, 43 new licenses had been issued and 1,071 licenses had been renewed. To date
in FY25 Quarter 2, 15 new licenses have been issued and 1,455 licenses renewed.

Dr. Patrick reported the following licensees had passed away:
Thomas Krohn of Seguin, Joe Bakowski of Mansfield, Clifton Dewey of Garland, Ralph
Jackson of McAllen, John Fain of Mesquite, and Gilbert Cohen of Houston.

Dr. Patrick provided the remainder of the report in the form of a motion. The Committee moved to
accept one application for Licensure without Examination (Johnston). Mr. Pena seconded. The
motion passed unanimously (FOR-9/AGAINST (/ABSTAIN-0).

COMMITTEE ON PEER ASSISTANCE.

Mrs. Chambers provided an update on the PRN program. She reported that the Board has three
optometrists (two volunteer enrollments and one Board ordered) in the Professional Recovery
Network (PRN) program. Additionally, the Board will be issuing a Request for Proposal for a new
contract for the program as the current contract expires at the end of August.




CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE. Dr. Schutte provided the report in the form of a
motion. The Committee moved to approve 19 total reviewed courses (comprising 20 DT hours, 11.5
controlled substance hours, and 4 opioid hours) with a recommendation that three additional courses
(for a total of 21 courses) be clarified to ensure they were timed/categorized appropriately. Mr. Pena
seconded. The motion passed unanimously (FOR-9/AGAINST 0/ABSTAIN-0).

INVESTIGATION-ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE.

Mrs. Chambers moved to go into Executive Session to discuss confidential investigation
information and consult with legal counsel as authorized by Section 551.071 of the Government
Code related to Case No. 2024-00037 and 2024-00068. The motion was seconded by Dr. Patrick.
The motion passed unanimously. (FOR-9/AGAINST-0/ABSTAIN-0)

At 10:44 am the Board went into Executive Session to discuss confidential investigation
information and consult with legal counsel concerning legal matters involving Case No. 2024-
00037 and 2024-00068. The Board returned to Open Session at 10:58 am. Dr. Hopping reported the
Board did not take any action during the Executive Session.

2024-00037
Dr. Hopping requested Ms. McCoy summarize the recommendations of the Investigation-
Enforcement Committee for Case No. 2024-00037. Ms. McCoy reported the following

In case Number 2024-00037, the Investigation-Enforcement Committee recommends that the
Respondent shall pay an administrative monetary fine of $1,000.00 no later than three months from
the date of the fully executed Order. In addition to the required 32 hours of continuing education
required for license renewal, Respondent shall take an additional 12 hours of continuing education
for a total of 44 hours required for license renewal and the additional 12 hours must be related to the
diagnosis and treatment of glaucoma and be approved by the Council on Optometric Practitioner
Education (COPE). Failure to take these courses prior to license expiration on January 1, 2026, will
mean the license cannot be renewed.

Dr. Hopping asked Mr. Ken Richey, legal counsel for the Respondent, to speak. Mr. Richey asked
the Board to consider fewer hours of required continuing education.

Mr. Pena moved to accept the recommendations of the Investigation-Enforcement Committee
related to Case Number 2024-00037. The motion was seconded by Ms. Sharma. The motion passed
unanimously. Dr. Hopping, Dr. Thompson, and Mrs. Chambers abstained from the vote. (FOR-
6/AGAINST-0/ABSTAIN-3)

2024-00068
Dr. Hopping requested Ms. McCoy summarize the recommendations of the Investigation-
Enforcement Committee for Case No. 2024-00068. Ms. McCoy reported the following

In case Number 2024-00068, the Investigation-Enforcement Committee recommends that the
Respondent shall pay an administrative monetary fine of $1,000.00 no later than three months from
the date of the fully executed Order. In addition to the required 32 hours of continuing education
required for license renewal, Respondent shall take an additional 8 hours of continuing education
for a total of 40 hours required for license renewal. Sixteen of the 40 total hours must be related to
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the diagnosis and treatment of glaucoma and be taken through the Council on Optometric
Practitioner Education (COPE).

Dr. Hopping asked Mr. Raul Sauzo, legal counsel for the Respondent, to speak. Mr. Sauzo provided
concerns about the draft agreed settlement offer provided to the Respondent prior to the meeting.

Dr. Patrick moved to go into Executive Session to discuss confidential investigation information
and consult with legal counsel as authorized by Section 551.071 of the Government Code related to
Case No. 2024-00068. The motion was seconded by Mr. Pena. The motion passed unanimously.
(FOR-9/AGAINST-0/ABSTAIN-0)

At 11:24 am the Board went into Executive Session to discuss confidential investigation
information and consult with legal counsel concerning legal matters involving Case No. 2024-
00068. The Board returned to Open Session at 11:53 am. Dr. Hopping reported the Board did not
take any action during the Executive Session.

Dr. Thompson moved to accept the recommendations of the Investigation-Enforcement Committee
related to Case Number 2024-00037. No action was taken.

Dr. Thompson moved to accept the recommendations of the Investigation-Enforcement Committee
related to Case Number 2024-00037. No action was taken.

Mr. Pena moved to amend the recommendations related to the findings of fact. The motion was
seconded by Dr. Schutte. The motion passed unanimously. (FOR-9/AGAINST-0/ABSTAIN-0).

Dr. Patrick moved to accept the recommendations of the Investigation-Enforcement Committee
related to Case Number 2024-00037, as amended. Dr. Schutte seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously. Dr. Cornett, Dr. Nguyen, and Mrs. Chambers abstained from the vote. (FOR-
6/AGAINST-0/ABSTAIN-3)

Ms. McCoy provided a summary of investigative activity to the Board regarding complaints and
investigations for FY25 Q1: Total Number of Cases Closed: 34 / Average Days to Close in Quarter:
58 / Total Number of Inspections Conducted: 0 / Penalties Assessed: 5. For FY25 Q2: Total
Number of Cases Closed: 24 / Average Days to Close in Quarter: 43 / Total Number of Inspections
Conducted: 0 / Penalties Assessed: 0

She reported there were 18 cases currently open: 9 at SOAH (2 awaiting final PFD and 7 awaiting
hearing), and 9 under investigation, including 3 glaucoma related complaints (two outlined above).

There were no administrative penalties to approve.

RULES COMMITTEE. Dr. Thompson provided a report in the form of a motion. He moved the
Board propose amendments to 22 TAC Rule 275.2 to be published in the Texas Register. The
motion was seconded by Mrs. Sharma. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED
0/ABSTAIN - 0).




Dr. Thompson also updated the Board that the rules committee was considering rules related to the
definition of initial visit and clarification of Tex. Occ. Code 351.365 regarding examination of
glasses made by another entity.

ANNOUNCEMENTS. Dr. Hopping ended the meeting by publically thanking Dr. Cornett and Dr.
Schutte for serving on the Board as their terms had ended.

Dr. Hopping reminded members the next Board meeting would be held in Austin on May 8-9, 2025.

ADJOURNMENT. Dr. Cornett moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:18 pm. Dr. Schutte seconded.
The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/0PPOSED - 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

Approved:
VA A Oopts DMLy
Presiding Officer kedqutive Director
577/19 25~ 5= A-2025
Date Date





