BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 2, 2024

CALL TO ORDER.
Dr. Hopping called the August meeting of the Texas Optometry Board (TOB) to order at 8:30 a.m.

ROLL CALL. A roll call vote was taken and quorum was present for the meeting.
Ronald L. Hopping, O.D. Chair

Judy Chambers, Public Member

John Todd Cornett, O.D. Member

Steve Nguyen, O.D. Member

Carey Patrick, O.D. Member

Rene Peiia, Public Member

Mala Sharma, Public Member

Bill Thompson, O.D. Member

Janice McCoy, Executive Director

Dennis McKinney, Assistant Attorney General

Meghan Schutte, O.D. Member was absent, excused.
MINUTES. The Board reviewed the May 3, 2024, meeting minutes. A motion was made by Dr.
Patrick to accept the minutes as drafted and seconded by Mrs. Chambers. The motion passed

unanimously (FOR — 8/OPPOSED - 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

PUBLIC COMMENT. Dr. Hopping solicited public comment. No comments were received.

BOARD CHAIR REPORT. Dr. Hopping presented the Board Chair Report. He informed the Board
that Dr. Schutte had a baby boy in early July, the November meeting would be virtual, legal counsel
Dennis McKinney was retiring, and asked Dr. Nguyen to assist Dr. Cornett with glaucoma panel
applications.

Dr. Thompson moved to thank Mr, McKinney for his wisdom, service and guidance through the
years. Mrs. Chambers seconded. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 8/OPPOSED -
0/ABSTAIN - 0).

GENERAL MATTERS.

Optomeltry School Liaison Reports: Dr. Hopping provided an update for the Rosenberg School of
Optometry (RSO) as Dr. Schutte was absent. He reported next class for RSO would start on August
14, 2024, with 68 students and RSO had 5 open positions. Dr. Cornett provided an update as the
liaison for the University of Houston College of Optometry (UHCO). He reported Dean Twa had
recently received the Garland Clay Award. The school was busy with hurricane issues, was helping
UT Rio Grande Valley with creating a new optometry program, and asked for assistance with
NBEO default notification process change as it had become a barrier for the accreditation process.

ARBO Update: Dr. Thompson provided an update from the ARBO annual meeting held in June. He
stated the major theme was Advocacy versus Regulatory mindset. NBEQ Part 3 was a hot topic as it
was rolling out in the next year, Dr. Patrick’s work on bylaws, and the Model Practice Act was
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adopted but not unanimously. Dr. Patrick (who also attended the meeting) provided additional
context about updates to ARBO’s bylaws and leadership structure.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT. Ms. McCoy presented the Executive Director’s Report.
She reported that through June 30, 2024, the Board had 36% of its budget remaining with 17% of
the year remaining. She stated additional funds were provided by the Legislature last session to
assist with enforcement needs — and that the concerns raised in the prior LAR regarding increased
enforcement issues have not been realized — which would result in a substantial lapse for FY24

She reported the agency filed its FY24Q3 Performance Measures on June 19 2024, and explained,
as usual, the agency was out of range on a few measures but positive for the agency.

She reported that as of July 23, 2024, there were 5,311 total licensees (4,973 active; 331 inactive; 7
retired), of which 4,092 were OGS (3,980 active; 112 inactive, 4 retired) and 115 were military.

She reported on the status of the Legislative Appropriations Request which would be due in August.
The agency did not expect to ask for any exceptional items.

LEGAL REPORT.
Ms. McCoy and Mr. McKinney discussed the status of SOAH Docket 514-22-08282. The licensee
asked for motion for rehearing which was denied by the Board in June (via an email vote). The

licensee is seeking judicial review of the case. The agency has requested representation by the
OAG.

The board did not take any action on SOAH Docket 514-22-08281 as the Administrative Law Judge
still has not issued a final Proposal for Decision.

COMMITTEE REPORTS.

ADMINISTRATIVE/LICENSING COMMITTEE.

Dr. Patrick, Chair of the Administrative/Licensing Committee, provided the report. She reported in
in FY24 Quarter 3, 49 new licenses had been issued and 11 licenses had been renewed. To date in
FY24 Quarter 4, 117 new license has been issued and 3 licenses renewed.

Dr. Patrick reported Dr. Roberto Simeon #3897 of New Braunfels, Texas had passed away.

Dr. Patrick reported that the Committee reviewed one application for license without application but
it had been left pending the applicant’s completion of Part 11 of the NBEO as the Board does not
have the authority to waive that requirement.

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE. Dr. Cornett provided the report in the form of a
motion. The Committee moved to approve 9 total reviewed courses (comprising 16 DT hours and 2
opioid hours) and to approve one special request related to research for 40 DT hours. The motion
was seconded by Dr. Thompson. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 8/OPPOSED
0/ABSTAIN - 0).




INVESTIGATION-ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE.

Ms. McCoy provided a summary of investigative activity to the Board regarding complaints and
investigations for FY24 Q3: Total Number of Cases closed: 20 / Average Days to Close in Quarter:
69 / Total Number of Inspections Conducted: 63 / Penalties Assessed: 1 (approved by Board in
May). For the first two months of FY24 Q4: Total Number of Cases Closed: 14 / Average Days to
Close in Quarter: 89 / Total Number of Inspections Conducted: 0 / Penalties Assessed: 1 (SOAH
case). She reported there were 36 cases currently open: 9 at SOAH (2 awaiting final PFD and 7
awaiting hearing), and 27 under investigation, including 3 glaucoma reviews.

She reported she issued no administrative penalties since the May meeting,

Dr. Cornett provided an update on the Investigative-Enforcement workgroup. He stated the
committee was working to streamline the Inspection Review worksheet so that evaluations across
the Board member reviewers would be consistent. The workgroup is developing a rubric to ensure
consistency in penalties assessed.

COMMITTEE ON PEER ASSISTANCE.

Mrs. Chambers provided an update on the PRN program. She reported that the Board has four
optometrists (three volunteer enrollments and one Board ordered) in the Professional Recovery
Network (PRN) program.

RULES COMMITTEE. Dr. Thompson provided a report in the form of several independent
motions. He moved the Board propose to adopt the rules in Chapters 271, 272, 273, and 280 that
was originally proposed in May with corrections noted in the preambles. The motion was seconded
by Dr. Patrick. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 8/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

Dr. Thompson asked the executive director to outline the proposed amendments to Chapter 275.

Dr. Nguyen moved to amend the language in the rule to include the phrase “live or” when defining
synchronous. The motion was seconded by Dr. Patrick. The motion passed unanimously (FOR —
8/0PPOSED - 0/ABSTAIN - 0). Dr. Thompson moved the Board propose for publication in the
Texas Register amendments to Chapters 275 as amended after submission to the Office of the
Governor for review. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Chambers. The motion passed
unanimously (FOR — 8/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

ANNOUNCEMENTS. Dr. Hopping reminded members the next Board meeting would be held
virtually on October 31-November 1, 2024.

ADJOURNMENT. Dr. Hopping adjourned the meeting at 9:51 am.
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