BOARD MEETING MINUTES
May 14, 2026

CALL TO ORDER.
Dr. Hopping called the May meeting of the Texas Optometry Board (TOB) to order at 3:06 p.m.

ROLL CALL. A roll call vote was taken and a quorum was present for the meeting.
Ronald L. Hopping, O.D. Chair

Judy Chambers, Public Member

Tory Moore, O.D. Member

Steve Nguyen, O.D. Member

James Oevermann, O.D. Member

Carey Patrick, O.D. Member

Rene Pefia, Public Member

Mala Sharma, Public Member

Bill Thompson, O.D. Member

Janice McCoy, Executive Director
Vincent Pina, Executive Assistant
Kathy Johnson, Assistant Attorney General

MINUTES. The Board reviewed the F ebruary 20, 2026, meeting minutes. A motion was made by
Mrs. Chambers to dispense with the reading of the minutes and accept the minutes as drafted and
was seconded by Dr. Patrick. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN
-0).

PUBLIC COMMENT. No comments were received.

BOARD CHAIR REPORT. Dr. Hopping presented the Board Chair Report. He thanked the Board
members for their service in protecting Texans and staff for keeping the agency running. He
discussed the 2026 ARBO meeting that Dr. Thompson and Dr. Patrick will be attending on behalf
of the Board. He asked Board members to submit ideas for the 2027 professional responsibility
course.

GENERAL MATTERS.

Optometry School Liaison Reports: Dr. Moore provided an update for the Rosenberg School of
Optometry (RSO). He reported Dean Stephanie Schmiedecke Barbieri, OD had nothing to report.
Dr. Oevermann stated we was unable to reach Dean Michael Twa of the University of Houston
College of Optometry (UHCO), but he noted UHCO clinical rooms were being updated and
graduation was occurring on Saturday May 16th.

ARBO Quarterly Report: Mrs. McCoy shared the ARBO quarterly report as written by ARBO’s
Chief Executive Officer.

Strategic Plan: Mrs. McCoy shared that instructions for the Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2027-
2031 were released and discussed the draft of the plan including updating the Board’s mission
statement. Dr. Hopping moved to adopt option number one as the Board’s new mission statement
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and was seconded by Mr. Pena. The motion was amended by Dr. Nguyen to insteqd use option three
without the excellence language (again seconded by Mr. Pena). The amended motion passed
unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

“The Texas Optometry Board is committed to protecting the health, safety, and welfare of
Texans by upholding standards through the regulation of the profession.”

Mrs. Chambers moved to adopt the strategic plan as outlined by Dr. Hopping and was seconded by
Mrs. Sharma. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT. Ms. McCoy presented the Executive Director’s Report.
She reported that for the first eight months of FY26 (through April), the Board had 34% of the
budget remaining with 4 months left in the year. She reported at this time there were no financial
concerns to report and the Board is in good financial standing.

She reported the agency filed its FY26 Q2 Performance Measures on March 17, 2026. The report
was included in the Board packet. She did note that closing the 10 SOAH cases will negatively
impact the performance measures for quarter three.

She reported licensing stats as of May 5, 2026:

Total Licensees 5,301 (5,013 active; 296 inactive; 16 retired)
Total OGS 4,316 (4,207 active; 98 inactive, 11 retired)
Military 106

She reported the agency was undergoing a State Auditor’s Office audit on the agency’s licensing
and enforcement procedures. She reminded members to complete the cybersecurity and Al training
modules before June 1, 2026.

LEGAL REPORT.

Mrs. McCoy reported on the status of the complaints that had been pending at the State Office of
Administrative Hearings based on a legal challenge noting that all cases had been closed and all
administrative penalties had been paid.

COMMITTEE REPORTS.

ADMINISTRATIVE/LICENSING COMMITTEE.

Dr. Patrick, Chair of the Administrative/Licensing Committee, provided the report. She reported in
in FY26 Quarter 2, 19 new licenses were issued and 1,299 licenses were renewed. Through the first
two months in FY26 Quarter 3, 13 new licenses have been issued and 5 licenses renewed.

Dr. Patrick provided the remainder of the report in the form of a motion. The Committee moved to
accept two applications for Licensure without Examination -- John Lowitz and Scott Middlemist.

As the motion came from a committee, no second was needed. The motion passed unanimously
(FOR-9/AGAINST 0/ABSTAIN-0).



COMMITTEE ON PEER ASSISTANCE.
Mrs. Chambers provided an update on the PRN program. She reported that the Board has two
optometrists (both volunteer enrollments) in the Professional Recovery Network (PRN) program.

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE. Dr. Nguyen provided the report in the form of a
motion. The Committee moved to approve 14 total reviewed courses (comprising 20 DT hours and
8 controlled substance hours). As the motion came from a committee, no second was needed. The
motion passed unanimously (FOR-9/AGAINST 0/ABSTAIN-0).

INVESTIGATION-ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE.

Ms. McCoy provided a summary of investigative activity to the Board regarding complaints and
investigations for FY26 Q2: Total Number of Cases Closed: 17 / Average Days to Close in Quarter:
77/ Total Number of Inspections Conducted: 0 / Penalties Assessed: 1. She reported that for the
first two months of FY26 Q2, the agency had closed 20 cases — 11 with violation found, 4 as non-
Jurisdictional, and 5 as no violation. She reported there were 16 cases currently open and under
investigation.

Administrative penalties to approve:
2026-00022  $500 — failure to release spectacle/contact prescription

Dr. Moore moved to accept the administrative penalty issued by the Executive Director. The
motion was seconded by Dr. Oevermann. The motion passed unanimously. (FOR-9/AGAINST-
0/ABSTAIN-0)

RULES COMMITTEE. Dr. Thompson reported the Rules Committee took no action on the
following rules:
* 22 TAC Part 14 §273.6(b) — Military Limited Volunteer License
22 TAC Part 14 §273.8 — Renewal of License
22 TAC Part 14 §277.6 — Administrative Fines and Penalties
22 TAC Part 14 §277.7 — Patient Records
22 TAC Part 14 §277.10 — Remedial Plans
22 TAC Part 14 §277.11 — Submission to Mental or Physical Examination

He provided the remainder of the report in the form of 15 separate motions.

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register the repeal of 22 TAC 271.8 —
Converting Optometric License to Therapeutic Optometric License. As the motion came from a

committee, a second was not needed. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED —
0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 271.12 —
License Designation. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed. The motion
passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register the repeal of 22 TAC 272.4 —
Public Participation in Meetings. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed.

The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/0PPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN — 0).
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He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register the repeal of 22 TAC 273.1 -
Surrender of License. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed. The motion
passed unanimously (FOR — 9/0OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register the repeal of 22 TAC 273.10 —
Nonrenewal for Failure to Pay Child Support. As the motion came from a committee, a second was
not needed. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board close the Quadrennial Rule Review of Chapter 277 (Practice and Procedure)
for publication in the Texas Register. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not
needed. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN —0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 277.1 —
Complaint Procedures. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed. The
motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 277.2 —
Disciplinary Proceedings. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed. The
motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/0PPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 277.3 —
Probation. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed. The motion passed
unanimously (FOR — 9/0PPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN — 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 277.4 —
Reinstatement. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed. The motion passed
unanimously (FOR — 9/0PPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 277.5 —
Convictions. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed. The motion passed
unanimously (FOR — 9/0PPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 277.8 —
Emergency Temporary Suspension or Restriction. As the motion came from a committee, a second
was not needed. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register the repeal of 22 TAC 277.9 —
Alternative Dispute Resolution. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed.
The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/0OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN - 0).

He moved the Board propose for publication in the Texas Register amendments to 22 TAC 277.12 —
Denial of License and Disciplinary Action by Board. As the motion came from a committee, a
second was not needed. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN — 0).



He moved the Board close the Quadrennial Rule Review of Chapter 279 (Interpretations) for
publication in the Texas Register. As the motion came from a committee, a second was not needed.
The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN — 0).

ANNOUNCEMENTS. Dr. Hopping reminded the Board the next meeting would be held in Austin
on July 30-31, 2026.

ADJOURNMENT. Dr. Patrick moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:24 p.m. and was seconded by Dr.
Oevermann. The motion passed unanimously (FOR — 9/0OPPOSED — 0/ABSTAIN — 0).
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