POLICY ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

In accordance with Section 351.202 of the Optometry Act, the Board adopts this policy regarding
the public’s right to participate at Board meetings.

§351.202 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

(a) The board shall develop and implement policies that provide the public with a
reasonable opportunity to appear before the board and to speak on any issue under the
board's jurisdiction.

(b) The board shall prepare and maintain a written plan that describes how a person who
does not speak English may be provided reasonable access to the board's programs.

The Board shall allow each member of the public who desires to address the Board regarding an
item on an agenda for an open meeting of the Board to address the Board regarding the item at
the meeting before or during the Board’s consideration of the item.

The right to participate in an open meeting is limited to agenda items and will occur before the
Board considers or takes action on the agenda item. The Board will not prohibit public criticism
of the Board, including criticism of any act, omission, policy, procedure, program, or service.

Notice of the public meeting will include procedures explaining how a member of the public
may address the Board. If the Board is meeting remotely, public participation may also occur
remotely. The Board encourages members of the public to register in advance of the meeting
using the online form found on the Board’s website.

If desired, a member of the public may submit written public comments in lieu of oral comments.
As a small state agency, the Board does not have funding to provide free language assistance
services (interpreters and translations) at every Board meeting. However, if requested in advance
(at least four business days), the Board will work to provide those services at a Board meeting to
facilitate public participation.

For other interaction with Board staff, the Board encourages all non-English speakers to

communicate with Board staff in writing. The Board will use Al programs to interpret the written
communication and attempt to respond in the person’s native language.
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